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RIO HONDO UNVEILS RENOVATED FIRE ACADEMY
Whittier- As a part of the Building Access and Excellence building program, Rio Hondo College will unveil the Santa Fe Springs Regional Training Center of Rio Hondo College Fire Academy on Friday, October 19, 2007.  The event will begin at 9:30 a.m. with a Continental Breakfast and the program will begin at 10:00 a.m.
“We have come a long way from the single-wide trailer that was our academy from 1971-1998,” said Superintendent/President Ted Martinez, Jr., Ph.D.  “This is a proud moment for Rio Hondo College and I am pleased that we can share it with all of those that have been so supportive of the academy through the years, especially the City of Santa Fe Springs.”
As was called for in the Campus Master Plan, the site has been renovated and expanded.  More usable spaces have been created to accommodate increased classrooms and training areas.  New irrigation has been installed as well as re-designed landscaping. This is the first completed renovation and ribbon-cutting of the over the $245,000,000 building program that will transform the Rio Hondo College campus and satellite facilities.  Tours of the facility will begin after the program.
Who: Rio Hondo College

What: Grand re-opening of the Rio Hondo College Santa Fe Springs Regional Training Center
When: 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Where: 11400 Greenstone Avenue, Santa Fe Springs.  
Who: Rio Hondo College

In Attendance:
1. Ted Martinez, Jr., Ph.D., Superintendent/President 

2. Rio Hondo College Board of Trustees

Fire Personnel:
3. Norbert Schnabel, Past Fire Chief Santa Fe Springs 

4. Neal Welland, Past Fire Chief Santa Fe Springs 

5. Chief Alex Rodriguez, Santa Fe Springs Fire Department 
6. Chief Gerry Wallace, South Pasadena Fire Department and instructor at Rio Hondo for nearly 30 years

7. Captain Bob Lee, Los Angeles County Fire Department
8. Captain Stephen Horner, Santa Ana Fire Department

9. Chief Don Garwood, Angeles National Forest

10. Captain Robert Lee, Los Angeles County Fire Department

11. Battalion Chief Mark Khail, Monterey Park Fire Department

12. Captain Contreras, Los Angeles County Fire Department

13. Captain Pock,  South Pasadena Fire Department 

14.  Firefighter Chute, Los Angeles County Fire Department, 

15. Firefighter Dome, Vernon Fire Department

16. Firefighter Carrillo, Santa Fe Springs Fire Department

17. Chief Chris Donovan, Monrovia Fire Department
18. Cliff Hadsell, San Marino Fire Department (Retired)

19. Marty Johnson, Pasadena Fire Department

20.  Kurt Norwood, Arcadia Fire Department

21.  Benny Ramirez, Anaheim Fire Department (Retired)

22.  Fire Drillmasters Captain Jackson (Retired)

23. Captain Gonzales, Los Angeles County Fire Department (Retired)
24. Richard Beckman, Battalion Chief of the San Gabriel Fire Department 

25. Drillmaster Captain Norm Scott who served with the Los Angeles City Fire Department for nearly 40 years 
Dignitaries:

26. Moniques Moncayo, Supervisor Molina's office
27. Angie Castro, Senior Deputy for Supervisor Molina's office

28. Benjamin Cardena, Deputy Director for Congresswoman Grace Napolitano

29. Jim Starkey for State Senator Bob Margett
30. Fred Latham, City Manager, Santa Fe Springs
31. Chief Singer, Whittier Police Department
32. Councilman Bob Archuleta (Pico Rivera)

33. Gus Velasco (Santa Fe Springs City Council)

34. Joseph Gonzales (Councilmember South El Monte)

35. Jan Baird, South Whittier High School

36. Sylvia V. Macias, VP South Whittier School Board

Located in Whittier, California, Rio Hondo College is a collaborative center of lifelong learning which provides innovative, challenging, and quality educational offerings for its diverse students and community.  For information on the College or its programs, please call 562-692-0921 or visit www.riohondo.edu .   
-RHC-
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