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RIO HONDO COLLEGE FIRE TECHNOLOGY ACADEMY RECIPIENT OF THE CITY OF SANTA FE SPRINGS BEAUTIFICATION AWARD

Whittier-At the Santa Fe Springs City Council Meeting on August 14, 2008, Rio Hondo College will receive a 2008 Beautification Award.  There will be a cake reception from 6 p.m.-7 p.m. and the meeting will begin at 7 p.m.

For over 40 years, the Beautification Committee, comprised of residents in the City, has toured the community in an effort to locate and recognize homeowners and business owners that exhibit pride in the appearance of their property and a commitment to maintain it through meticulous landscaping.

“Rio Hondo College is honored to be recognized by the City of Santa Fe Springs,” said Angela Acosta-Salazar, President of the Rio Hondo College Board of Trustees.  “Our collaboration with the City of Santa Fe Springs has always been very strong and this award for the renovation of the Fire Technology Building is a wonderful illustration of our win-win partnership.”

The Rio Hondo Fire Technology site was renovated and expanded in 2007 with a Ribbon Cutting ceremony on October 2007.  The renovation created more usable spaces to accommodate increased classrooms and training areas.  New irrigation was installed as well as new landscape design. 
The City of Santa Fe Springs has recognized the transformation of this site and the beauty that it brings to the city.  Several Rio Hondo College classified staff are responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of the facility.  Each of them plays an integral part in the receipt of this award.  Some of these, both full-time and part –time workers include: George Arsene, Kalani Flores, Kevin Hill, George Lopez, Augie Luna, Richard Marino, Loue Noriega, Arturo Ochoa, Greg Romo and Ralph Romo.
“The College is being re-invigorated by the Building Access and Excellence Building Program,” said Ted Martinez, Jr., Ph.D., Superintendent/President of Rio Hondo College.  “Our goal is for the community to see that their Measure ‘A’ bond dollars are in the community.  Our buildings are well built with the environment and budget in mind, while also being attractive.  Their greatest value is that they enhance the educational opportunities that the College can offer to our communities.” 
Located in Whittier, California, Rio Hondo College is a collaborative center of lifelong learning which provides innovative, challenging, and quality educational offerings for its diverse students and community.  For information on the College or its programs, please call 562-692-0921 or visit www.riohondo.edu .   
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